The subject of Ectopic Gestation is one of such great importance that notes of some cases which have come under my care in general practice may be of interest. The following five cases I record, having all occurred during the last four years, show that this malady is much more common than is probably supposed, and that with increasing experience, cases may be diagnosed by the practitioner, and an otherwise certainly fatal issue averted by treatment.
Case I.?Mrs I., set. 30. Mother of five children, eldest twelve; youngest three years of age. First seen by my brother on December 6th, 1887. History.?She states that two years previously she had an attack of inflammation of the bowels, which, her medical adviser said, was brought on by cold during the menstrual period. This illness kept her in bed nearly three months. From that time up to two months from my first visit to her she had been well. She then menstruated normally, but had not been right since, having missed a period.
December 6th.?She complains of periodic attacks of pain in the lower part of the bowels, so severe as to confine her to bed.
On the 13th of December she had considerable hemorrhagic discharge from the vagina, and this, together with the severe periodic pain and the probability of pregnancy, aroused the suspicion of commencing abortion. She would not allow any examination to be made, so it was impossible to form any accurate opinion. The discharge continued more or less severe every day. The pains got worse and more frequent, and her general health began to fail from sickness, loss of appetite, and pain. The temperature during the last week has been 100? F. in the morning, 101? in the evening. It was not till December 24th, however, that she would allow any examination to be made, when owing to her struggles and complaints, nothing very definite could be arrived at, although a soft, tender swelling was found in Douglas's pouch.
On December 28th, with the consent of her friends, she was induced to take chloroform, and the following condition of things was found:?
Per Vaginam.?The uterus is enlarged, cervix soft, and os patulous. Behind the uterus is the swelling discovered on previous examination to be tender on pressure. It is rounded and elastic, and extends upwards to a point midway between umbilicus and pubes. In front of it lies the uterus, the outlines of which can be clearly defined, distinct from, but closely connected with the swelling. The breasts contain colostrum, and there is a wellmarked areola round the nipple. After the chloroform she was very ill with pain in the precordial region and shortness of breath, but nothing could be found to account for this. Remarks.?Of the five cases, four were submitted to operation, the fifth was too ill to allow of any operative interference.
Of the four patients operated upon, three recovered and one died. Amongst the recoveries I include Case II., who died before dismissal from the Hospital on the 21st day after operation, but from causes entirely independent of the operation. In all three patients who recovered the intra-peritoneal bleeding was limited by adhesions, the result of previous pelvic peritonitis. In 
